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Discipleship Series
Study Guide #28

Saved by Grace, not by gift | Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.

Saved by mercy, not by earning | Titus 3:4-6

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us, not because of
righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of
rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior,

We Operate by the Power of the Holy Spirit | Acts 1:8

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

Want to make an eternal impact? Remain dependent on Him | John 15:5

“l am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit;
apart from me you can do nothing.

It’s His Spirit that does the work | Zechariah 4:6

So he said to me, “This is the word of the Lord to Zerubbabel: ‘Not by might nor by power, but by
my Spirit,” says the Lord Almighty.

Gifts Must Flow with the Fruit of the Spirit | 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

If | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have love, | am only a resounding gong
or a clanging cymbal. 2 If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do not have love, | am nothing. 3 If
| give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to hardship that | may boast, but do not
have love, | gain nothing.
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LET’S OBSERVE THE TEXT...

Observe Ephesians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:4-6
e Ephesians 2:8-9 -8 Foritisby ________ you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the of God— 9 not by , So that no one can boast.

e Titus 3:4-6 - 4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5 he saved us,
because of righteous things we had , but because of his . He saved us

through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6 whom he poured out on us
________ through Jesus Christ our Savior,
o What did we do to receive such kindness from God?
o If we earned it, what do we have to do to keep it?
s |f we didn’t earn it, how is it sustained?

Observe Acts 1:8, John 15:5 and Zechariah 4:6

e Acts 1:8 - But you will when the Holy Spirit comeson ________ ;and ________ will be
my ________ in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”
e John 15:5-....apart from me youcando ________

e Zechariah 4:6 - ...‘Not by norby ________
o Who gives us power, and what is the purpose in us having it?
o Recognizing the source of that power keeps us humble. Without Him, we are nothing.

,says the Lord Almighty.

Observe 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 - /f | speak in the tongues of men or of angels, but do not have

, | am only a resounding or a clanging ________ . 2 If I have the gift of prophecy and
can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but do

not have ________ ,lam _____ . 3 If | give all | possess to the poor and give over my body to

hardship that | may boast, but do not have
e Read Galatians 5:16-23

LET’'S READ THE AFTER-SUMMARY TOGETHER

Every spiritual gift we have begins with grace. Ephesians 2:8-9 reminds us that salvation itself is not
something we could ever earn. It is a gift from God, given freely out of His love. Titus 3:4-6 builds on
that truth by showing that we are saved not because of the good things we have done, but because
of His mercy. These two passages anchor us in humility. Before we even begin talking about spiritual
gifts, we must remember that everything flows from the kindness of a God who saved us long before
we could prove ourselves worthy. Grace is not just the starting point. It is the foundation that
sustains us.

When Jesus told His followers in Acts 1:8 that they would receive power when the Holy Spirit came
upon them, He made it clear that this power was not for show. It was for witness. The Spirit
empowers us to be living testimonies of Jesus in our communities and beyond. John 15:5 ties this
power directly to our dependence on Christ. He is the vine, and we are the branches. Cut off from
Him, our gifts lose their source and purpose. Zechariah 4:6 echoes the same idea...it is not by might
or by our own effort, but by His Spirit that anything of eternal value is accomplished.

The gifts of the Spirit are powerful, but they must always move through the heart of God. Paul makes
this plain in 1 Corinthians 13:1-3. Without love, even the most impressive spiritual gifts are empty
noise. Prophecy without love is pride. Generosity without love is performance. Faith without love is
self promotion. The fruit of the Spirit, especially love, is what gives meaning and maturity to the gifts
of the Spirit. When the two work together, people see Jesus, not us.

So, discovering your spiritual gifts is not about finding what makes you special. It is about
discovering how the Spirit wants to serve others through you. Every gift reflects God’s grace, every
act of power reveals His Spirit, and every moment of love points back to Christ. When the gifts and
fruit operate together, the Church becomes a living example of what heaven looks like on earth. That
is the true purpose of spiritual gifts, to glorify Jesus and to draw hearts back to the Father through
the power of the Holy Spirit.
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APPLICATION QUESTIONS

Applying Ephesians 2:8-9 - How does remembering that your salvation is a gift of grace, not
something earned, shape the way you view your spiritual gift results? Do your gifts make you
feel prideful, or do they make you more grateful for God’s grace working through you?

Applying Titus 3:4-6 - Since we are saved by mercy and not by our own good works, how can
you use your spiritual gifts to show that same mercy and kindness to others, rather than trying
to prove your worth or value through performance?

Applying Acts 1:8 - Your spiritual gifts were given for a purpose—to be a witness of Jesus to the
world. In what ways can the gifts you discovered today help you represent Jesus better in your
church, workplace, or community?

Applying John 15:5 - Jesus said we can do nothing apart from Him. How can you stay
connected to the vine this week so that your gifts produce lasting fruit rather than temporary
results?

Applying Zechariah 4:6 - Since it is not by your might or power but by God’s Spirit that true
ministry happens, how can you allow the Holy Spirit to take the lead in how you use your gifts,
instead of relying on your own confidence or ability?

Applying 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 - Love gives meaning to every gift. As you share and discuss your
results, how can you make sure that your motivation for using your gifts always flows from love

for God and others, not from comparison or competition?

CLOSING PRAYER

Father, we thank You for the grace that saved us and the
mercy that keeps us. You have called us not because of what
we’ve done, but because of who You are. Thank You for
revealing to us the gifts of Your Spirit and reminding us that
they are not rewards to boast about, but tools to serve and
love others. Help us to stay rooted in You, the true Vine, so
that everything we do flows from Your life within us. Let Your
Spirit guide us, strengthen us, and teach us to depend on You
daily.

As we go forward, help us to walk in love and humility, using every gift You’ve given to bring
glory to Your name. Let Your power work through us..not by our might or ability, but by Your
Spirit alone. May our words, actions, and service point people to Jesus, the giver of all gifts. Fill
us with compassion for others and boldness to be witnesses of Your truth in every place You
send us. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.

WHAT’S AHEAD...

Nert, Session Homework

Manifestation Gifts - Part 1 Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-10
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