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Introduction:

1 -	In this series, we are going to be exploring the attributes of God. These are the qualities or characteristics that reveal who God is.
B -	Studying God’s attributes is important because by studying them, we come to know Him more fully.
	1 -	They give us insight into His nature and reveal His character.
a -	It pleases Him when we learn more about God.  Colossians 1:10 
b -	It protects us from developing a wrong view of God.	
2 -	As we come to know God, we begin growing and transforming into the women that He designed us to be.
a -	We begin to see His glory and are moved to deeper levels of worship.  Isa. 6:1-5
b -	We gain a deeper revelation into authentic truth and ultimate reality.  John 8:32
c -	A deeper knowledge of God causes us to be changed.  2 Cor. 3:18
d -	We discover His purpose for our lives.  Matt. 28:19-20

God wants Us to Know Him

1 -	Because God is infinite and we are finite, we cannot know Him unless He chooses to reveal Himself to us. Deuteronomy 29:29
A -	God is infinite, meaning He has no limits, no beginning, and no end.  Isaiah 40:28; Romans 11:33; Isaiah 55:8-9
B -	People are finite, meaning that things like time, knowledge, strength, and understanding limit us.
C -	So the only way that we can come to know God is for Him to reveal Himself to us.
2 -	God really wants us to know Him, so He has chosen to reveal Himself to us in several ways.  Theologians speak of two distinct kinds of revelation.
A -	General Revelation is the ways that God reveals Himself through ways that are available for all people, everywhere to see.
1 -	God reveals Himself through creation, or nature. Psalm 19:1-4; Romans 1:20
		2 -	God reveals Himself through our conscience. Romans 2:14-15
3 -	God reveals Himself through His providence, care, and sustaining power.  Col. 1:17; Acts 14:17
4 -	God reveals Himself through History.  He has been moving throughout the history of humanity, guiding, correcting, and fulfilling His purpose. Deuteronomy 4:32-35; Isaiah 46:9-10
B -	Special Revelation is how God makes Himself known in more personal and specific ways that lead people to salvation and a personal relationship with Him.

1 -	The first form of special revelation is through the Word of God. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
2 -	A second means of special revelation is through Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God.  In Him we see the fullest revelation of the Father.  John 1:14; Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 1:1-2
3 -	The last method of Special Revelation is through the Holy Spirit.  John 16:13-14
3 -	See, God really wants us to know Him, not just about Him.  
A -	He loves us and wants us to know and love Him in return.  John 3:16; 1 John 4:9
B -	God wants us to be in fellowship with Him.  Jeremiah 31:33-34; John 17:3
C -	God wants to redeem and restore all that sin has damaged. 2 Corinthians 5:19
	E -	He wants to be glorified.  Psalm 46:10, Habakkuk 2:14
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